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in a vacuum.* All judicial functions that take place in a given country or jurisdiction are 
shaped by the legal system of that country, which is a social construction built upon a basic 
conceptualization of how the law is created and how it functions. In the modern world, three 
kinds of legal systems are most commonly used. The first of these is the civil law, or code 
law system. This is the most widely used type of legal system in the world. The second 
major type is the common-law system, which is used primarily in Great Britain and in 
countries that were either former colonies or members of the British Commonwealth. The 
last major type of legal system is religious; this kind of system is currently most commonly 
found in Islamic nations. As may be obvious, this is one of those topics where we could… 
ha, you thought I was going to tell you what’s obvious. 

Civil Law

The civil law system is a horrible term, and it alone is enough to make a sane person hate 
lawyers. Lawyers aren’t to blame, but still. Okay, pay attention, take notes, and maybe take 
an aspirin or two. The civil law system is different than civil versus criminal law thing we 
are going to talk about in a few pages. Civil law systems begin with the proposition that law 
is a codified, constructed entity that a legislature or some other lawmaking political body 
has constructed. Consequently, the political process of compiling and writing down the law 
is the central component of the civil law system. If we really wanted to stretch things, we 
could go back to the Babylonians and Hammurabi, but we won’t because the history of 
modern civil law systems really begins in the sixth century, when the Byzantine emperor 
Justinian codified what had been the law of Rome—hence, the civil law system is some-
times referred to as the Roman law system. Now I probably should have just used the term 
Roman law system and avoided all the problems with civil law system and civil law versus 
criminal law, but then proto-lawyers would probably sue me because law schools more 
often than not call it a civil law system because the Roman part was just the start of it. 

* This is fortunate, as most scientists agree that a Supreme Court justice would survive for less than a minute in a vacuum. Ba-dum 
tshish. Thank you, folks, you’ve been great! Seriously.

Dana Scully scores a respectable 6 on the geek scale. If the 

name still doesn’t compute, you can take 4 if Mulder and 

Scully rings a bell. If I have to say The X-Files, you don’t get 

any points. Still, any decent geek will recognize the TV and 

film character that was really the first to mix sexy and truly 

geeky. Attractive women have always been a mainstay of 

geek-oriented film, comics, and television, but Scully was 

the smart one in the Mulder and Scully pairing, and that 

character would never be caught dead in spandex. Scully 

was also a real Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) special 

agent. Well, she was a fictional real FBI agent, but you get 

the point. She didn’t run around and shoot everything. Scully 

behaved as an agent would. She investigated. She followed 

legal procedures. Her character brought the reality of a legal 

bureaucracy to the screen in a way that had never really 

been done before, at least not on in the realm of the geeks.
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